
DECEMBER 23, 2019 

ONTARIO TOWN BOARD MEETING  
 

A regular meeting of the Ontario Town Board was called to order by Supervisor Frank Robusto at 7:00 p.m. in 

the Ontario Town Hall. Present were Supervisor Robusto, Council members: Scott TeWinkle, Joseph Catalano, 

Richard Leszyk, Jeremy Eaton, Superintendent of Highways Marilee Stollery, Director of Parks and Recreation 

William Riddell, Attorney Richard Williams, Deputy Town Clerk Shelley LaRocca and Town Clerk Debra 

DeMinck. 
 
15 residents and visitors were present at portions of the meeting 

 

Mr. Leszyk led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. TeWinkle, seconded by Mr. Leszyk, to enter into Executive Session at 7:03 for a 

personnel matter leading to said dismissal, removal, promotion, appointment, employment, discipline, 

demotion or suspension of a particular person. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

Reconvene – 7:30 p.m. 

 

Revisions to the Agenda - A motion was made by Mr.  TeWinkle, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to approve the 

agenda with the addition of different hours for the Town Clerk’s Office. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION 

CARRIED 

 

Approval of Minutes of Prior Meeting(s) – A motion was made by Mr. TeWinkle, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to 

approve the minutes of the December 9, 2019 meeting as presented. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

Correspondence – None 

 

Attorney for the Town Report – None 

 

Superintendent of Highways Marilee Stollery gave an update on the Sodus Highway Barn fire. There is a 

mutual aid agreement in place since the early 90’s with the county and the town. The surrounding towns have 

been asked to help. The Town of Ontario has a spare truck that has been loaned to Sodus. 

 

New Business – Brian Baty, the town’s insurance broker, gave an overview of the town’s insurance coverage. 

The town has replacement cost coverage in the event of a fire at the highway department. The town also has no 

deductible until judgement has been made. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. TeWinkle, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to stay with Brit Insurance for 2020 for an 

amount not to exceed $126,319. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Leszyk, seconded by Mr. TeWinkle, to authorize Councilman Elect Timothy 

Strickland to attend the 2020 Training School for Newly Elected Town Officials at the RIT Inn & 

Conference Center, Rochester, NY for an amount not to exceed $175.00 as requested. 5 Ayes 0 Nays 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

A motion was made by Mr. TeWinkle, seconded by Mr. Catalano, to accept the November 2019 Supervisor’s 

report as presented. The report will be presented at the third meeting of the month after bank statements 

have been reconciled. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 
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A motion was made by Mr. TeWinkle, seconded by Mr. Catalano, to authorize the Supervisor to sign the 

Engagement Letter for Accounting Services for the year ended December 31, 2019 with 

Raymond Wager at a cost not to exceed $20,750.00 from budget code A1320.4 for the Town, 

$1750 for the Town Clerk and $2,995 for the Town Justices as presented. 5 Ayes 0 Nays 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

A motion was made by Mr. TeWinkle, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to set the following public hearing: 
 

The Proposed Replacement of the Dewatering Press 

For the Sanitary Sewer Districts Nos 1 and 2 

   

WHEREAS, the Town Board has reviewed a plan and estimate for the cost of the replacement of the 

Dewatering Press serving the facilities of the Sanitary Sewer District Nos. 1 and 2, at the Town of Ontario 

Wastewater Treatment Plant; and  

WHEREAS, the existing Dewatering Press has become non-functional and obsolete, requiring its full 

replacement; and   

WHEREAS, the installation of the new Dewatering Press has a maximum estimated cost of $650,000, to 

be financed through the issuance of general obligation serial bonds in an aggregate not to exceed such amount; 

and   

WHEREAS, the cost of installing this new equipment would be borne by Sewer District Nos. 1 and 2 of 

the Town (together the “Districts”), pursuant to Town Law Article 12, §202-b, and would be apportioned 

between the two Districts, and assessed by the Town Board on an ad valorem basis, in proportion to assessed 

value upon the properties in those Districts, and/or by user fees; and   

WHEREAS, the aforesaid plan and cost estimate has been previously filed in the Office of the Town 

Clerk and is available for public inspection during regular business hours; and  

WHEREAS, it was the considered opinion of all members of the Town Board who were present that a 

public hearing should be held on the 13th day of January, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall, 1850 Ridge 

Road, Ontario, New York, to consider the aforesaid proposal;  

NOW, on motion duly made and seconded, it was  

RESOLVED, that a public hearing be held on the 13th day of January, 2020, at 7:00 P.M., Local Time, 

at the Town Hall, 1850 Ridge Road, Ontario, New York, at which time all persons interested in the subject 

thereof may be heard concerning the same; and be it further  

RESOLVED, that a Notice of Hearing, together with a copy of this Resolution, shall be published in a 

newspaper previously designated as an official newspaper for publication of public notices, not less than ten 

(10) nor more than twenty (20) days prior to said hearing; and be it further  

RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk shall post a Notice of Hearing, together with a copy of this 

Resolution, on the bulletin board maintained by the Town Clerk pursuant to § 40(6) of the Town Law for a 

period of not less than ten (10) nor more than twenty (20) days prior to said public hearing. 5 Ayes 0 Nays 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Catalano, seconded by Mr. Leszyk, to set the following public hearing: 
 

The Proposed Increases and Improvements of Facilities 

To the Sanitary Sewer Districts Nos 1 and 2 
 

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Ontario has reviewed a plan and estimate of the cost for 

the increase and improvement of the facilities of the Sanitary Sewer District Nos. 1 and 2, consisting of the 

replacement of the existing tertiary filtration equipment and appurtenances, installation of new ultraviolet 

disinfection equipment and appurtenances, and replacing the pumping and control systems at the Bear Creek 

Pump Station (“Improvements Proposal”), in accordance with the latest SPDES Permit, which commenced on 
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March 1, 2018, issued by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) for the Town 

of Ontario Wastewater Treatment Plant; and  

WHEREAS, an engineering report and plan entitled “Preliminary Engineering Report for the Town of 

Ontario Wastewater Treatment Plant, MRB Group Project No. 1500.18002”, dated July 2018 (“Engineering 

Report”), has been prepared by MRB Group (“MRB”), competent engineers duly licensed by the State of New 

York. The Engineering Report details the specifications of the new improvements, as well as the need for 

replacement of the existing equipment; and   

WHEREAS, the increase and improvement of these facilities have a maximum estimated cost of 

$5,000,000, to be financed through the issuance of general obligation serial bonds in an aggregate not to exceed 

such amount; and   

WHEREAS, the cost of installing this new equipment would be borne by Sewer District Nos. 1 and 2 of 

the Town (together the “Districts”), pursuant to Town Law Article 12, §202-b, and would be apportioned 

between the two Districts, and assessed by the Town Board on an ad valorem basis, in proportion to assessed 

value upon the properties in those Districts, and/or by user fees; and   

WHEREAS, the aforesaid plan and report have been previously filed in the Office of the Town Clerk 

and are available for public inspection during regular business hours; and  

WHEREAS, it was the considered opinion of all members of the Town Board who were present that a 

public hearing should be held on the 13th day of January, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall, 1850 Ridge 

Road, Ontario, New York, to consider the aforesaid Improvements Proposal;  

NOW, on motion duly made and seconded, it was  

RESOLVED, that a public hearing be held on the 13th day of January, 2020, at 7:00 P.M., Local Time, 

at the Town Hall, 1850 Ridge Road, Ontario, New York, at which time all persons interested in the subject 

thereof may be heard concerning the same; and be it further  

RESOLVED, that a Notice of Hearing, together with a copy of this Resolution, shall be published in a 

newspaper previously designated as an official newspaper for publication of public notices, not less than ten 

(10) nor more than twenty (20) days prior to said hearing; and be it further  

RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk shall post a Notice of Hearing, together with a copy of this 

Resolution, on the bulletin board maintained by the Town Clerk pursuant to § 40(6) of the Town Law for a 

period of not less than ten (10) nor more than twenty (20) days prior to said public hearing. 5 Ayes 0 Nays 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Robusto, seconded by Mr. TeWinkle, commencing January 1, 2020, the Town 

Clerk Office hours will be 8-5 Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday and 8-6 on Thursdays to 

expand the office hours to 40 with the Deputy Town Clerk being full time with benefits. 5 Ayes 0 Nays 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Leszyk, seconded by Mr. TeWinkle, to approve the employee wage schedule with 

a 2% increase for everyone, including the Deputy Town Clerk and a 3% raise for the Code Enforcement 

Officer and the Town Cleaner. There is no increase for the Town Board, the Assessor or the Advisory 

Boards. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 
 
Comments from the Public – A resident commended Mr. Addyman on his retirement tomorrow. He also 

talked about the insurance for cars being hit with paint from the water tower, general suppression system at the 

highway department, stipends for advisory board members, REDI meeting date and a thank you to the Deputy 

Town Clerk. 

Another resident feels every year giving raises across the board is wrong. He also wished everyone a Merry 

Christmas and a Transparent New Year. 

Also the Town Board needs to speak louder for the audience to hear them. 
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Appointments/Resignations – A motion was made by Mr. TeWinkle, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to accept 

Joshua Hochlander’s letter of resignation as Maintenance Mechanic from the Building Department, 

effective December 16, 2019. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. Catalano, to accept the seasonal, on call hiring of Steve 

Haak to fill in as a snowplow driver in the event a regular highway employee is unavailable to report to 

work. He will be paid an hourly rate of $25.00 per hour with no benefits as requested in memo 19-19.  

5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

Board reports – Mr. Eaton thanked the Town Clerk for coming to an amiable resolution to the Town Clerk’s 

Office hours. 

 

Mr. TeWinkle met with the Accountant this week and feels good about where the Town is financially. 

 

Mr. Robusto stated it was bittersweet losing Mr. Leszyk as a Town Board member. It has been enjoyable. Board 

members respect one another even as they don’t always agree. Mr. Leszyk will truly be missed. 

 

Mr. Leszyk stated being a board member was a real learning experience. Knowing the Mr. Strickland is coming 

on board reassures him. He also thanked Mr. Addyman, from the Sun & Record/ Wayne County Mail for his 

reporting of Ontario. 

 

Mr. Catalano stated he will miss Mr. Leszyk most of all as he is a personal friend. He also wished everyone a 

Merry Christmas. 

 

Approval of Claims – A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. TeWinkle, to approve the abstract 

of claims for December 23, 2019 including vouchers #3432 through #3600 (3432-3438 used by the 

Business Office)  with a grand total of $109,986.12 and to authorize the Supervisor to issue payments for 

same. Mr. Catalano abstained from voucher #3528. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

Adjourn – A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. TeWinkle, to adjourn at 8:15 p.m. 5 Ayes 

0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

 

                                                                     Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

         Debra DeMinck 

                                                                    Ontario Town Clerk 

 

 The above minutes will become official upon approval of the town board. 


